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1N TRODUCTION. 


TFHEREAS it hath clad God to bring us who 
are the preſent inhabitants of this village here 
together, we.cannot but look upon it as neceſſary toour 
well-being and uſeful to our ſucceſſors, that we agree 


upon, and commit to writing certain principles and re- 


gulations, which have been hitherto in part received 
and obſerved by us, and which we believe ſhould be 
conſtantly attended to, if the aim of erecting this village 
and of our coming to dwell in it, ſhall be obtained. 

The aim in erecting this village was, that we might 


dwell together in true fellowſhip of the faith, in bro- 


therly love and fimplicity of heart under the direction 
of the only head of the church, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the gracious leading of the Holy Spirit agree- 


able to the laſt will of our Lord, John xvii. and 


that we might, under the proteQion of our moſt gra- 


cious ſovereign, lead a quiet and n life in all 
godlineſs and honeſty. 


This congregation was ſettled in the year 1742, and 
obtained the privileges and conſtitution of a congrega- 


tion of the brethren, belonging to the ancient proteſtant, 


epiſcopal church, known by the name of Unitas Fra- 


trum. It therefore holds the ſame doctrine, has the 


ſame church government, 2 and rites with the 
ſaid church. 


The grace of « our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which has been 


beſtowed upon us by this means, has not been in vain, 
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W INTRODUCTION. 
though we bluſh at the remembrance of our great back⸗ 
[wardneſs and unworthineſs, | 
He, our Lord Jeſus Chrift, is the eundgtdde upon 
1 which the congregation has been built from the begin- 
: ning. He alone has brought us together, and is, and 
muſt remain our ſole bond of union. Bleſſed be his 
name, that he has preſerved us hitherto upon him- 
ſelf the only rock, and has given unto us endleſs proofs I 
of his forbearance, mercy, faithfulneſs and love, that we 1. 
have been graciouſly led by the Holy Ghoſt, and expe- 
rienced the care and protection of our father in Heaven. 75 


1 


THANKFULNESS to our gracious Lord requires us & 

to ſhew all watchfulneſs and take every poſſible ſtep, . 

; which can further his gracious purpoſe with this his bo 
congregation, and prevent whatever may in any wiſe Fg 

( 


obſtruct his views, with this place and its inhabitants. 
On account of human weakneſs and imperfection, it | gu 


is abſolutely needful for the attainment of this end, that be 
we eſtabliſh ſuch regulations as are, according to the = 
doctrine of Chriſt and his apoſtles, ſuited and applicable wy 
to the nature of the congregation- place, for a preſer- of 
| vation and edification of the whole and each individual. be 2 
| Beſides the general principles, which bave been re- | 
ceived and inculeated in the Brethren's Congregations, as ſer 
conformable to godlineſs, ſome few rules have been we 
agreed to and eſtabliſhed by this congregation in former 1 5 
years, particularly relating to externals'; but, as our | : | * 
number has encreaſed, and conſequently the circum- = CM 
ſtances are become more numerous and diverſified, we OE, £ ua 
have reſolved to reviſe and renew our regulations, and in bY = CM 
the preſence of our Lord, bave, and do eſtabliſh the fol- Ins 
lowing principles and orders among us. | SK 


I, The 


THE 


Brotherly Agreement, &c. 


— 


„ The Relation of the Congregation to ad 


R eligions. 


E a ſcriptures of the old and new Tee 

are and ſhall remain the only ſtandard and rule 
both of our doctrine and practice, and we have, in com- 
mon with the reſt of the Brethren's Congregations, in 
the Unitas Fratrum, approved of the doctrine of the Au- 


guſtan or Augſburg confeſſion ® for no other reaſon, but 


becauſe, we look upon it as a ſound confeſſion of faith, 
conſonant to the holy ſcriptures. In general, we ac- 
knowledge and ſubſcribe to no doctrine, as the doctrine 
of our. congregation, which is not agreeable to the doc- 
trine of Chriſt and his apoſtles. 

We look upon every truth contained in the bats 


ſcriptures, as an ineſtimable jewel, and would rather loſe 


our lives and property, than deny any one of them: yea, 
we cannot but conſider the denial of any divine truth, 


* The Augſburg or 3 ha as drawn up by the Proteſtant 


divines and preſented by the Proteſtant princes at the dyet of the empire, 


in the year of our Lord 1530, was uſed by the Engliſh reformers as the 


ground-work of the thiriy-nine articles of the church of England, which 
were compiled 1 562 3 J and theſe hoy contelions agree in the e doc- 
trinal artieles. 
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133 
even with the view of obtaining ſome good — by ſo 
doing, as a great crime, 

We will be therefore watchful, and oe all diligence, 
that both the doctrine taught among us and the whole 
practice of theMcongregation, be conformable to the 
. doctrine and practice of our Lord and his apoſtles; and, 
to this end, we humbly MOL the guidance of God the 

Holy Gboſt. / oy | 

2, We look upon it as an eſſential cardio of a 
congtegation of Chriſt, that the word of God be preached 3 
in it in purity and ſincerity, and that the cengregation | 
and the members thereof walk agreeable. thereunto in 
hol neſs, as becometh the children of God. We there- 
fore acknowledge every one to be a true brother, or a 
true fellow member of the body of Chriſt, that is born 
of God, through the Holy Ghoſt, 

But 8 this character cannot | he confined to any 
external religious conſtitution, therefore it is our deſire 
to live in love and harmony with every one in every chri- 
ſtian church and denomination whatſoever, of whom it 
is evident, that the Holy Ghoſt bath called him by the 
goſpel, and enlightened him by his gifts, ſanctifying and 
preſerving him in the true and living faitb. 

We abhor all envy and hatred ſpiinging from the 
difference af religious conſtitutions, as utterly repugnant | 
to the mind of Chriſt; and we will unfeignedly love 
and own, as our brethren, all children of God, viz, ſuch 
who love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity and truth, 
to whatever religious denomination they may belong. 

We will not interfere in any altercations and diſputes 
about religion, but adhere to the plain and incontrover- 
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1 
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tible fundamental truths of holy writ, making our 


Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrift and his all- ſufficient me- 


rits the principal ſubject of our converſation with pag 
| ple of all denominations. 


3. As the unity of faith does not neceſſarily imply 


an uniformity in the liturgy, ritual, rites and ceremo- 


nies ; and, as the communion of faith ought not to be 
diſſolved on account of any ſuch diſparity, therefore we 
will not, at any time, in our congregation, look upon 
ceremonies and rites, and the external mode of the li- 
turgy, however harmleſs and good they may be in them- 


ſelves, as being abſolutely above amendment; nor will 


we ever confound things appertaining to the external 


mode of worſhip, with the eſſence and reality of our 


fellowſhip. 


We can hold nothing among us as abſolutely neceſ- 


ſary, except ſuch things as belong to the very eſſence, 
life and being of the church of Chriſt in general. 

To that which is eſſential belongeth the unity of 
faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thro* the Holy Ghoſt, 


the fellowſhip of love and of hope, and the union of the 


members of the congregation in one body, of which 


| Chriſt is the head: The abiding in the doQrine of 
Jeſus and his apoſtles, the maintaining the inſtructions 


of our Lord, and the following his example, are inſepa- 


rably connected therewith, Theſe, as belonging to the 


very eſſence of a congregation, can and muſt never be 
ſuperſeded in our congregation, nor any alteration be 


made therein at any time. We will rather implore 
the Lord inceſſantly, to cauſe us to abound herein, and 


to make us more and more conformable to his will by 


his Holy * 


A 2 On 


* * 


| 4+ 3 | 
On the other hand, whatever relates only to external 
good order in the mode of worſhip, and the various re- 


gulations in the congregation, and is not to be deem- 


ed eſſentially neceſſary or unalterable, ſuch regulations 
may be altered according to circumſtances, Yet as 
long as they are means to promote a godly life and 
converſation, they are valuable, and ought to be con- 


ſcientiouſly maintained. But when this end is no lon- 


ger to be attained by them, they ought to be altered, 


left they be kept up merely for cuſtom's ſake, in which 


caſe they might become rather an hindrance to the 
work of the Holy Ghoſt, which never muſt be reftrain- 
ed, and might prevent the worſhip of G in ſpirit and 
in truth. 

We do therefore adopt with the antient + brethren's 
church, that fundamental principle, that we will, from 
time to time, endeavour to amend whatever relates, 
either to the method of teaching, or to ſuch regulations 
as are made for promoting the chief aim of a congrega- 
tion of Chriſt, and ſeek to become more A IAG 
to the holy ſcriptures therein. To. 

In ſhort, we will not retain any regulation; when 
we are convinced that it can be altered for the better, 
and to the bleſſing of the congregation, - Neither will 
we lay afide any ſuch, while evidently wholeſome and 
uſeful for promoting a godly life and converſation. 

4. We will pray the Lord of the harveſt to ſend us 
always faithful labourers, and to prevent any miniſters 
or teachers being appointed among us, 'who teach not 
found doctrine; and we will be watchful, that no books 
be introduced among us, particularly ſuch as are in- 

tended 
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tended for the inſtruction of our youth, which are not 

conformable to the doctrine of Chriſt and his apoſtles. 
At the beginning of the brethren's labour in England 
and Ireland, and frequently ſince, it has been declared, 
as a fixed principle in our conſtitution, that we would 
live in amity with the eſtabliſhed church, and not live 
in controverſy with any religious denomination what- 
ſoever, and notwithſtanding our having received the 
epiſcopal ordination; diſcipline and ritual of the bre- 
threns church, would pray for and actually labour, 
"where opportunity is given unto us, to encreaſe the wel- 
fare of ſouls in the-eftabliſhed church, and other reli- 
gious denominations, and to keep ſuch in them, as may 


prove a leaven and ſalt therein, though we cannot ſeek 
to reſtrain liberty of conſcience. 


Although it is our chief concern, to experience the © 


bleſſings, and to receive more and more the ſignature of 
a congregation and people of Chriſt, yet we will never 
loſe ſight of that call of grace, Which we have receiyed 
in common with all the reſt of the brethren's congrepa- 
tions, viz. to propagate the goſpel all over the world, 
and particularly among the heathen, and to be ſubſer- 
vient to the execution of our Lord's Teſtament, John 
xvii. We conſider this call as in ſeparably connected 
with that election of grace which has brought us toge- 
ther. But in order that che ſpirit of readinels, to ſerve 
his will in all things, may increaſe daily, among us, We 
will be watchful, that neither the genius of the times 
nor any circumſtances nor perſonal influence whatſoever 


may cauſe us to deviate from an entire devotedneſs of 
heart to our Saviour and to his work. | 


We 
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We will therefore bear conſtantly in mind, that our 


Saviour has made uſe of our brethren for the propagation 


of the goſpel in the world, and that he has and ftill 


does, through grace, make uſe of many in the Bre- 


thren's Congregations now eſtabliſhed in the world, to 
this great end, and that our Lord has collected many 


Brethren's congregations in various countries, who 


have received the like precious faith with us, and who 


enjoy the ſame grace, feeding on the merits of our 
Lord; all which are now, in the true unity of tbe 
faith, united in one coxconomy of grace and love, which 


is called Unitas Fratrum, or United Brethren. | 
This union and communion, which our Lord and 
Saviour prayed for in his high- prieſtly prayer, John xvii, 
we eſteem as an ineſtimable privilege, and will hold ſa- 
ered, and, in conjunction with all our brethren, will do 
our utmoſt to promote the propagation of the goſpel i in 
the world. 


II. The Foundation and Rule of the Congrega- 


lion Conſtitulion. 


1. The unaffected imitation of Jeſus and his apoſtles, 

in lowlineſs and poverty, is an eſſential characteriſtie of 
a congregation of Chriſt, 

We will therefore pray for-and ſeek, through his 
grace, invariably to preſerve this as our proper character, 
not in word only, but in all gur regulations, under- 
takings and tran{aCtions, yea, and in our whole manner 
of life; and carefully guard againſt any thing oppoſite 
thereunto, although the method of being led into ano- 
ther path ſhould appear ever ſo ſpecious. For the king- 

; dom 


TE) 


dom of God i is not of this world, and we are advices; 


that his power in making us anſwer the purpoſes of his 


calling, both in and through us, can be more gloriouſly 
diſplayed in lowlineſs and poverty, than if we were ever 
ſo highly efteemed. - 

We will carefully watch, leſt by > wall 
meant cuſtoms be introduced into the congregation, 
which are contrary to this effential characteriſ- 
tic ; and left, under the ſpecious pretence of rendering 
things more eaſy and convenient to the members of the 
congregation, any regulations be aboliſhed and ſuper- 
ſeded which are agreeable to the ſaid character, and cal- 
culated to render us more conformable thereto, 

We will never forget, that we, like all our congrega- 
tions, are a people, of whom it may be truly ſaid, here 
have we no continuing city, but we ſeck one that is to 
come : thus minded alone it is we can be preſerved 

from becoming like unto ſtagnant water, or from ſink- 
ing into a ſlothful, lukewarm, Laodicean ftate, 

2. The primary view of all congregation regula- 
tions muſt refer to the human heart; and they are ſa 
calculated, that the labour on the fouls, both on the 
fide of thoſe who are intruſted with the care of ſouls, 
and of thoſe who are cared for, may be facilitated ; that 
all evil be prevented in the congregation from the be- 
ginning; and that all things, which may give riſe to the 
commiſſion of ſin, be as much as poſſible removed out 
of the way, Hence, at the ſame time, that external rules 
and regulations areeftabliſhed in the congregation, we 
muſt of neceſſity be principally concerned, that a vital 
knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, to the furtherance of a god- 
ly life and converſation, be implanted in the hearts of 
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. (8). 
the congregation members, This being the caſe, it 


will appear evident to all, how expedient and falutary 


it is, that good diſcipline and order be eſtabliſhed, and 
what a great detriment it would be if it were otherwiſe. 
But from hence it follows alſo, that whoever deſires 
to be a member and inhabitant of the congregation, 
muſt, of his own free will, agree to all ſuch regulations 
and orders as may be found neceſſary to be eſtabliſhed ; 
and that every regulation has the public conſent ; for as 
we can compel no one to follow our rules(and if we could 
we would not) ſo whoever has not a mind diſpoſed to 
obſerve ſuch rules, ſhould not defire to ſtay among us, 
Such rules and ſtatutes muſt be conformable to the 
doctrine of our Saviour and his apoſtles, and tend to the 
real well-being of the members of the congregation, 
ſo that no true member that is aſcertained of his calling, 
may find reaſon to heſitate to ſubſcribe thereto. But 
after ſuch rules are once agreed upon by the congrega- 
tion, they are then ſacredly to be kept by all the mem- 
bers and inhabitants of the congregation, as well as by 
the labourers and ſervants thereof, and that without any 
difference or reſpect of perſons. | | 
3. And whereas a congregation cannot ſubſiſt as an 
houſe of God, and proceed according to the rules and 
regulations which they themſelves have agreed to, unleſs 
perions are appointed to have the inſpection and direc- 
tion of the Whole, to maintain ſuch regulations, and to 
be watchful that they are attended unto and followed ; 
therefore, we have always had and will have ſuch an 
inſtitution amodg us, in whoſe hands the general direc- 
tion and ſuperintendency are placed. | 
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The congregation is properly ruled by thoſe i. 
and ſtatutes which they themſelves have received and 


eſtabliſhed, with this ſole view, to maintain.and promote . 
unanimity and harmony. But the object of the atten- 
tion of the labourers and ſervants, in their conferences, 
is properly to obviate, on the one hand, all miſtakes 
and miſapprehenſions; and; on the other, to prevent all 
partiality and diſtinRion of perſons, that the ſaid prin- 
ciples may rule without obſtruction and controul. a 

4. All conferences and offices are intended for the 
great end of advancing the proſperity of the congrega- 


tion; and therefore, all and each of them muſt be ſup= 


ported and reſpected, whether much or little is com- 
mitted to them. At the ſame time, that eſtabliſhed and 
approved rule ſhould be ſtrictly attended to, that one 
conference does not interfere with, and encroach upon, 


the other; and eſpecially, that the elder's conference does 
not take into conſideration, decide and determine in 


things which ought previouſly to be conſidered in other 


conferences; and that the offices in the congregation, 


go on each in due order, ſo that one may not interfere. 
in the buſineſs of another. 


5. We have committed to the elders conference, the 
general direction of the internal and external concerns 


of the congregation ; and we conſider it as a watch ap- 
| pointed to take care that all the other conferences may 
continue in the unobſtructed diſcharge of their offices, 
and that the congregation 3 be every way | 


duly obſerved, 
We likewiſe expect of the elders conference, and 


. look upon it as one of their principal incumbencies that 
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they, with all poſſible careful neſs, trace out the thoughts 


of peace of our Lord, concerning each member of the 
congregation and its deſtination diligently taking heed 
left the views of our Lord, concerning any one foul, 
be neglected through our fault; fo that each brother 
and ſiſter in the congregation may be well aſſured, that 
their courſe and circumſtances are, from time to time, 


and with concern, taken into conſideration in the pre. : 


ſence of the Lord. | 
6. In order to facilitate the attaining of this grand 


aim, there is, beſide the above- mentioned direction, 


another conference appointed, conſiſting of the helpers 


of the ſeveral choirs of the congregation, which has the 


care of ſouls for its particular object, and is called the 


choir- helpers conference. But their deliberations and pro- 


poſals are always to be referred to the elders conference 
for deciſion, 

7. Furthermore, according to the apoſtle's rule. Ir 
there not a wiſe man among you, &c. 1 Cor. vi. 5. the con- 


gregation has choſen men of underſtanding, who with a 


fatherly care, are to adviſe and aſſiſt the members of the 


. congregation in their various concerns, to advance their 
proſperity, according to their beſt ability, to prevent and 


avert hurt and detriment from them, and, in a brotherly 


manner, to judge between brother and brother, 


This is the proper view and idea of the college of 


overſeers : they are to be overſeers in the moſt literal 
ſenſe of the word, and to be the eye, the ear and the 


hand, of the elders conference they are appointed for 
the maintainance of all the congregation orders, of good 
morals, uprightneſs and proper decorum, in the conduct 


of the members of the congregation, and have, in the 


moſt 
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moſt ftriQ ſenſe, an inſpeQion over the matters com- | 
mitted to their charge, 

Moreover, they are appointed to be a confliuit col- 
lateral council to the congregation ſervant or warden, 
in the diſcharge of his weighty office, namely, the care 

of the exterhal affairs of the congregation ; and therefore 

the congregation ſervant is to act in fellowſhip, and in 
concert with this company, in all parts of his office, 3 
touching the faithful adminiſtration of the income ang 
diſburſements of the congregation; and this company —  _ "2 
is likewiſe annually, or as often as the congregation= _ 
council ſhall deſire it, to lay before them an account of © 
the ſtate of the affairs in their hands. FOO | 

8. There is likewiſe appointed a /arge helpers RET 
rence, eonſiſt ing of the members of the elders conference, 

the college of overſeers and other members of the con- 

55 gregation choſen and confirmed thereto, who are well 
acquainted with the rules and courſe of the congrega- 
tion, enjoy the confidence of the members thereof, and 
are endowed with grace and gifts to judge of caſes and 
concerns as they occur, and to aſſiſt with good counſel. 
This conference has the daily courſe of all occurrences 
ia the congregation for the object of their deliberation, 
and to prepare matters partly for the congregation- coun- 
cil, partly for the college of overſeers, and partly for 
the elders conference. 

9. Beſides the conferences now mentioned, there are 

alſo particular conferences appointed, to ſuperintend the 
\ trades, commerce and manufactures eftabliſhed, and the 
| buildings ereRed, in the congregation, and any regula- 
tion which may be made relative to fire, &c, 
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10. The congregation- council, conſiſting of the mem» 
bers of the foregoing conferences and a certain num- 
ber of communicants, choſen by the reft of the come 
municants, and confirmed in the elders conference, 
"This conference is to conſult about all ſuch matters 
as concern and intereſt the whole congregation, In 
matters of this nature therefore nothing can be finally 
concluded upon, and eſtabliſhed in the conference of the 
labourers and ſervants only, without the conſent of the 
congregation council. To this claſs we reckon all ſuch 
things as the introducing new congregations, or civil 
regulations and orders, or the making alterations in 
thoſe introduced already, the bringing any conſiderable 
new expences upon the community, or the erecting new 
congregation buildings, &c. Each member of the con- 
 gregation-council has not only a free vote, and a right 
to declare his opinion to the beſt of his knowledge, free- 
ly and without any ſcruple, according to the method 
adopted by the congregation- council itſelf, but is, as a 
member of the body, bound thereto, and that, ſo much 
the more, ay it is expected of each inhabitant, according 
to the duty incumbent upon a brother that he has the 
well-being of the congregation at heart in his degree, 
and be ſubſervient to the l oy accord- | 
ing to his ability. 

Whoſoever doth not ſpeak his mind in the congre- 
gation-council, but makes exceptions againſt matters 
propoled therein afterwards, and, in other places, 2008 
againſt honeſty and conſcience. Whoever has good 
er to but withholdeth it out of ſelf-intereſt, 


PO 


( 13) 


eſpe of perſons, fear of man, or any other view. 


ſinneth againſt the mind of Chrift. 

If any ſhould ſeruple to utter his thoughts publick- 
ly i in the congregation-council, he is at liberty to do it 
privately to the congregation helper, to the congregation 
ſervant, or any other labourer. And left any member 
of the congregation-council ſhould be deprived of an 
opportunity of communicating his obſervations : there 
ſhall be allowed in matters of weight, a time, not exceed= 


ing eight days after the meeting of the council, in which 
the matter is propoſed ; and at the next enſuing meeting 
of the congregation- council, any obſervation that has 


been made, ſhall be laid before it, but if any one chuſes 
rather to utter his thoughts upon the ſubjeR by writing 
than by ſpeaking, he may ſend in his written thoughts 
upon the ſubject, but he is to ſign his name to his de- 
claration, and, at this meeting, the affair may be con- 


cluded, But this rule of allowing eight days is only 
to be in matters of weight, and not in common and 


uſual caſes : but as, on the one hand, nothing is to be 
done in affairs, belonging to the conpregatiqn-council, 
contrary tothe majority of votes, ſo, on the other hand, 

no one can refuſe to ſubmit to the voice of the majori- 


ty; being bound to 1 47 88 ourſelves to one another im 
loye. 


Whoever is a member of the congregation-council, 
being intruſted by his fellow members with the care of 


the affairs of the congregation, in the articles ſpecified 


above, cannot lopk upon himſelf as diſpenſed from tak- 
ing ſhare in whatever concerns the whole ; whoever 
thezefore, Rays away from the * congregation: council 


out 


( 14 ) 


| out of indifference or any other principle and without 


neceflity, acts inconſiſtent with the character of a mem · & 
ber of the council, yea, of the congregation itſelf, 
4 As the elders conference and college of overſeers 5 
| Will, in ſuch caſes as mentioned above, do nothing with- | 
_ out the concurrence of the congregation- council; ſo the 
whole congregation, having impowered the council to oy 
- aA for them, every member engages to acquieſce and to 
aſſiſt in the execution of their reſolutions; and in the 5 
| the congregation council, reſalytigns are taken 7 =. ” 
| majority of votes, | 77: 5 
i II. The allowing offices are required in the con- 
| | gregation, Er. 1 
ö The congregation helper, whoſe office it is, in | | 
0 ou 
[ conjunction with the elders conference, to bear the jp 
i concerns of the whole congregation upon his heart; i 
to have a particular watchful eye over the continuance ; 4 
| | and furtherance of the internal courfe of grace; to 5 
| maintain all congregation regulations with diſcretion C| 
| and judgment, and to aflift all the choirs in all internal, 15 
| 4 external, and perſonal concerns, with help and advice. a1 
= | | He is the firſt perſon in the elders conference, and it is 8 
. | expected of him, tat he ſhould keep the whole to- ſuc 
3 gether. 55 
7 | The minifter of the congregation, FR 
J | The Choir Helpers of both ſexes ; viz. of the mar- 1 
b i ried choir, of the choirs of the widowers and widows, 5 
[ j of the ſingle brethren and ſingle ſiſters, as alſo of the 5 
# boys and girls, and of the children, | bunt 
N The congregation ſervant, or warden, and the ſer- 5 
7 yur: of the reſpective choirs. a 
$i „ The 
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The chief gerſons of the. eee and * chil- 
drens ceconomies. —_ * 015 oe r 
The Organiſt. es | 
The Almoner, or the 3 which takes care - 
of the poor. | 
The Phyſician of the congregation-place, : with other 
perſons appointed to nurſe and miniſter to the lick, 
The ſervant in the hall or chapel. | | 
The Overſeers of the roads and the Watchmen i in the | 
| place, whoſe office is, to maintain good order and ſafety 
on the roads and all oyer the place, as alſo in the choir 
houſes, both by day and night. 
12. In ſupplying the office of Miniſter and of Choir 
Helper, as well as other congregation offices, choice 
7 ought always to be made of ſuch perſons, as are not only 
7 eſteemed true congregation members; but who, accord- 
ing to the nature of their offices, are alſo endowed with 
the needful;knowledge, and all other graces and gifts 
requiſite thereunto, and upon whom the ſpirit of Jeſus 
Chriſt and the congregation reſteth. Now whereas 
theſe qualifications may be met with, not only in per- 
ſons, who have applied themſelves to ſtudy in acade- 
mies and univerſities, in the uſual courſe, but alſo in 
ſuch who have not frequented univerſities ; and whereas 
our dear Lord himſelf did call unlearned men for his 
foreordained witnefles and apoſtles, therefore, we deem 
it a laudable cuſtom, and agreeable to the apoſtolic prac- 
tice, that the offices in the congregation, and particu- 
lary, alſo the miniſtry of the goſpel, be ſupplied by bre- 
thren indued with gifts and grace, whether they be ſcho- 
lars ſo called or not. 


12. Whereas 
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13. Whereas it is of the utmoſt conſequence; that 
the offices in the congregation be ſupplied with per- 


| ſons endowed with the requiſite gifts of grace and of 


the ſpirit, being alſo approved in the hearts of the congre- 
gation members, and whereas it ought to lie with weight 
upon our hearts; that the execution of God's counſel 
of grace concetning the congregation, be at all times 
our principle point of view Herein z and that all human 
by-views and miſtakes, and; more partigularly, all inſin- 
cerity and unjuſtifiable ſelf-will, be * in mat- 
ters of ſuch great moment; therefore we do hereby, once 


for all, empower and authorize the elders conference to 


take care that all the congregation offices be, from time | 


to time, well and duly ſupplied; eonformably to the con- 


ſtitution of the Brethren's Congregation; and as we 
would not be left to our own choice, touching the per- 
ſons propoſed for ſuch offices, but depend ſolely upon 
the directions of our Lord, therefore, in all ſuch caſes, 
it ſhall be decided by lot, whom the Lord has _ 

for the ſupplying of any of theſe offices, 

14. The college of Ovetſeers and the large Helpers Con- 
ference are to be formed in the following manner. 

1. Of ſuch who are members of it by virtue of their 
office, then each member of the congregation-council 
ſhall vote for ſuch a number of Brethren, as are to bs | 
appointed members thereof. The votes being eolle&- | 


ed, the elders conference is to take all thofe who have 


been voted for, into the lot, according to the majority | 
of votes, unleſs there ſhould be ſome material objection | 
to any of them, And thus thoſe who are appointed by | 
lot, 255 be Oy duly elected, and take their places 

accord- 


8 
2 FED: — 
I, 


' geeordingly. The preſident of the overſeer's college is 


to be propoſed by the elder's conference to the congre- 


gation- council, and if the latter has no material objec- 


tion to the perſon thus propoſed, then the confirmation 
of the brother propoſed i is likewiſe 1 to-be Wan to the 


deciſion of the lot. 


There belong to the College of order, E obe 


tue of their offices, the perſons who ſupply the offices 


of congregation ſervants,” the ſervants of the choirs of 


the widowers and ſingle brethren, and the curators at 


the widows and ſingle ſiſter's choirs. 
To the Larger Helper's conference belong, bly virtue 
of their office, all the members of the elder's CONT 


and of the college of overſeęrs. 0 


14. We look upon the diviſion of the ſeveral cholrs 


which human nature and circumſtances naturally form, 


as belonging eſſentially to congregation order. 
The great aim of every choir-diviſion is, that each 


a according to the modification ariſing from age, ſex or 


circumſtances; may experience for ſpirit, ſoul, and body 
the power of being cloathed on with Chriſt, Which 
grace is ſuperior to all other knowledge, and effects 


more than all the methods preſcribed by human wiſdom, 


and that every ſoul may obtain an evangelical know- 


ledge of Chriſt and of itſelf, and may increaſe in the 


enjoyment of all the merits of the life, ſufferings and 
death of Jeſus, This has given riſe to the inſtitution. 


among us, that each of the ſingle choirs dwell toge- 


ther, ſeparate from the other choirs. This inſtitution 


doth in no wiſe ſpring from any civil or temporal views, 


but is intended ſolely and alone for the furtherance of 
5 „ ons - the 
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the internal TIO of grace in every :ndividuat, that the | 


ſouls may be more effectually cared for, and that the ne- 
ceſſary outward good order may be maintained. There- 
fore the inhabitants of the choir houſes. are to look up- 
on themſelves as ſtanding in the ſame civil and exter- 
nal relations, and are to conduct themſelves as being 


upon the ſame footing with the reſt of the inhabitants 


pf the place. Our choir houſes are properly ny 


' for ſchools ot the holy ghoſt. 


And altho' for the ſake of training up young people 


| in order to render them uſeful, and alſo for the ſupport. 
of the ſundry ſervices, to which the . choir-houſes and : 
particularly the ſingle brethren's choir are ſubſervient 
for the furtherance of our Saviour's cauſe; it is una- 


voidable that trades and handicraft-buſineſſes muſt be 
carried on in the choir hgyſes, yet the elder's conference 


is to be watchful, that all ſuch buſineſſes be more and 
more regulated agreeable to the above principles; and 


all appearance of their being houſes erected for the 
fake of gain, or to — a . of ae Vs 
avoided. | 


The elder's conference winks to make it a principal 
concern, that the brethren and ſiſters, in the different 
choir diviſions, may be ſo eſtabliſhed in grace, and 
in the knowledge and love of our Saviour, that there | 
may be always many in the ſingle choirs, who are pre- 
pared for every purpoſe our Saviour may call them to. 

It is always to be attended to, that the different choir 


diviſions in the congregation are kept in as due a pro- 


III. Con- 


portion to each other, as the ſtate of map will pipe” 
5 mit. | 


„„ 
I. Concerning the Relation in "which the Curia 
gation . to the Magiſtrates. 


1. Whereas the holy erstem eupreſoly command 
us, to be ſubject unto the higher powers, and to all 
who have authority over us, becauſe being ordained by 
God, they are the miniſters of God to us for good; 
therefore we will approve ourſelves, in all things, as 
loyal ſubjects, ſacredly and religiouſly ſubmitting ours / 
ſelves to the laws and conſtitution of the realm; and 
whoever ſhall act knowingly contrary thereto, ſhall - 
forfeit his or her place among us. i 
We look upon ourſelves as bound in duty not only 
to love and honour our gracious ſovereign, and all 


i in our power, to contribute to the proſperity of 
the land in general; and not to allow our own private 
Zintereft to ſway us from our duty, as ſubjects, or ſeduce 
us to ſeek our own advantage, to the detriment of go- 
Jvernment. And we will ſubmit to the laws of our 
: country, and to the ordinances of men for Chriſt's ſake, | 
f 2. But if an inſtance ſhould occur among us, which 
1 may God in mercy prevent ; that any one ſhall be found - 
; guilty of a criminal action, which lays him open to the 
3 aws ; ſuch a perſon is thereby excluded from our con- 
Zeregation, and will be worthy of double. chaſtiſement, 
23 knowing his maſter's will and not doing it, 


Cz u. cs. 


put in authority under bim, but alſo to do all, that 
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N. Concerning the Relation between the. Congregation 
| and iss Servant. 


1. The congregation and its labourers and ſervants, 


conſtitute one body, and are abſolutely inſeparable one 
from the other. They have but ent and the ſame inte - 
reſt, that all things be conducted honeſtly, decently, ; 
and in love, to the promoting of the congregation's : | 


_ proſperity, tor the edifying of the body of Chriſt, 


Whatever may appear as a different intereſt, or have , 
any tendency to hurt the mutual confilence between the 7 


congregation and. its labourers and ſervants, ought to , 


be abhorred and carefully avoided, and muft be ba- 
niſhed from among us. 

2. No one can be a labourer or a ſervant of the con- 
gregation, if he is not approved to the hearts of the con- 


gregation; and the very name labourer and ſervant con- 


veys an idea of their obligation to the congregation 
and on account of ſuch obligation, it ought at all times 
to be their unfeigned concern, not only to ſtand in an 
uninterrupted fellowſhip. with our Saviour, touching 
their own hearts, but alſo to crave from him the gifts of 
grace, requiſite for their calling, that they may not a& 
merely by their own reaſon and ftrength, or according 
to the dictates of mere human wiſdom ; but, being led 
by the Holy Ghoſt, may act, in their 2 5 agreeable 
to the mind of Chriſt. 


They ought not to ſeek their own, but what is rhe |: 
Lord's. They are not to aſſume dominion, or to lord | 

it over the reſt of the congregation members; but are 
+ | to 
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to be helpers of their joy, to be inſtant in ſeaſon 
and out of ſeaſon; to reprove, rebuke, exhort and 
comfort their fellow members, as occaſion may require, 


with all long ſuffering and doctrine, 2 Tim. iv. 2. 


And the congregation alſo, with all her members, is 
bound to weigh and to fulfill the following intreaty and 


admonition of the apoſtle: 


„We beſeech you, Wa to know them which 


cc labour among you, and areover von- i the Lord, and 


ct admoniſn you, and eſteem them very highly in love for 
<« their work's ſake, and be in peace among e 
1 Theſſ. v. 12. 13. 


Agreeable, therefore, to the n of the come 


: apoſtle, we will obey our teachers and labourers, who 


have the rule over us, and ſubmit ourſelves; for they 
watch for our ſouls as they that muſt give account, that 
they. may do it with joy and not with grief, for that 
would be unprofitable to us (Heb. xiii. 11 nn 
pray for them with all earneſtneſs. | | 
3. We will never appoint a perſon, to an office in 
the congregation merely in conſideration of his natural 
talents and gifts; for this would be a deviation from 
the practice of the apoſtles ; but we will principally at- 
tend to the internal call of grace and gifts of the ſpirit. 
4. No labourer and ſervant of the congregation, 


hall encroach upon the office of the other, nor obſtruct 


the diſcharge thereof; but each ougbt to love and ho- 
nour the other, and render the execution of his office 
as eaſy as he poſſibly can. 


5. Since each brother, in the congreeation, e 


ing to his degree and * juſtly bears a joint 


concern 


concern for the proſperity of the congregation, and the 
work of the Lord in general, and is both entitled and 
bound in conſcience to utter his thoughts on this head; 
becauſe each member of the body has a fellow- feeling of 


the weal and woe of the whole; therefore each la- 


bourer and ſervant ought willingly to lend an ear, and 
pay due regard to all modeſt and brotherly obſervations 
or admonitions of the congregation members, 

6. Congregation labourers and ſervants, capable of 
carrying on trades and handicraft-butineiles, ought, ac- 
cording to the apoſtolic and antient cuſtom in the 
Brethren's Congregations, not to be aſhamed thereof, 
nor lay them aſide ; but they ſhould make as much uſe 


of them as poſſible, for the earning of their own main- 


tenance, except their ſervice i in the congregation ſhould 
take up all their time, 

On the other hand, we look upon ourſelves as bound 
in duty, faithfully to provide for the maintenance of 
thoſe of our labourers and ſervants and their families, 
who cannot maintain themſelves either wholly or in 


part, left any of them ſhould want neceſſaries. 


7. As no brother can diſcharge any office committed 
to him in the congregation, to the benefit of the whole, 
any longer than the Lord granteth unto him the grace 
requiſite thereto, and the confidence of the congrega- 
tion; therefore all labourers and ſervants, in caſe they 


ſhould loſe their grace and gift, and the confidence and 


bleſſing of the congregation ſhould be withdrawn from 
them in their offices, ſhould gladly refign their offices, 


and return to the ſtate of other priv ate congregation 
members. 1 


V. Rela- 


(625 
v. Relalin of the Members of tbe Congregation to 
© the Congregation itſelf. 


x, When any perſon deſires leave to live in this con» 
gregation, the college of overſeers, are to make firict 
enquiry into all the circumſtances of ſuch a perſon, and 
particularly into the motives and views of ſuch a re- 
queſt. And the overſcers are to make a report of their 
enquiry, together with their opinion upon it, to the. 
elder's conference, that thus it may be rendered as evi 
dent as poſſible; that ſuch requeſt is not made out of 
any by- views, or by perſuaſion of others; but out of 
ttue and ſincere motives, and upon due deliberation, 
and, that the perſon requeſting ſuch permiſſion is under 
no moral or civil obligations Which can prevent it 
or which might occaſion reproach or any diſturbance 
to the congregation after their removal. 


2. No one ſhall at any time obtain leave to come 
and dwell here, but from the elder's conference: and 


ſuch leave is to be made known to the perſons requeſting 
it, by the college of overſeers. | 
3. We will admit none to the congrebaton on ac- 
count of their rank, wealth, or capacity. We alſo 
eſtabliſh anew, that old fundamental principle among 
us, Vizs that no one, ſhall be received among us, 
merely out of good hopes, unleſs we diſcover con- 
vincing evidences of the labour of the Holy Ghoſt 
in his heart, and of his call of grace. For ſince 
+ the view with our congregation, neither is, nor, by 
the grace of God, ever ſhall be any other; but to 
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dwell together in true union of faith, in brotherly love, 
and agreeable to the mind of Chriſt ; it followeth 


therefore, that none can be looked upon as a meraber 


of the congregation, and dwell and abide therein, ex- 


cept he hath either aQually received this mind, by be- 
Ing born again of God, or at leaft has an unfeigned : 


deſire for it. 


If, nevertheleſs, ſuch tions ſhould be found in the 


congregation, of whatever rank or age they may be, 
who have no underſtanding of the myſtery of | Chriſt, 


and who are, at preſent, incapable of enjoying the 


time already, in a luke-warm indifferency towards our 
Saviour, and who therefore give us juſt reaſon to doubt 


of their call unto the congregation, and of their proſ- ; 


pering therein; in ſuch caſes the elder's conference is to 


take it into mature conſideration, whether ſuch. perſons 


are to be borne with in patience any longer; or whe- 
ther it would be more expedient, even for themſelves, 
to adviſe them, in tender 125 and heartineſs, to leave 
the place? 


Should any be "BF to make the evangelical, geiz | 
and generous manner of treatment in the congregation, 
a Cloak of licentiouſneſs and maliciouſneſs, and will 


not ſubmit and keep himſelf within the boundaries of 
the congregation rules; or who gives offence, and is 
hurtful] to other ſouls, he belongeth not to us, and ſhall, 


without reſpect of perſons, be removed from the con- 


gregation. 


4. We look upon it, as one of the moſt important. 
and ſalutary regulations, in the congregation, that for 


the 
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the prevention of hurt to ſouls, and of all loſs of our 
glory in Chriſt, the ſeparation of both ſexes be main- 
tained invariably, in due order and decency, | 
We, therefore, as many as are houſe- fathers, will 


make it our concern to regulate our families and do- 


meſtic affairs, as much as can poſſibly be 3 to 


this ſalutary purpoſe. 


From a conſciouſneſs of our human depravity ad 
ſinfulneſs, and not becauſe we look upon it as an high 
degree of holineſs ; we will religiouſly ſee to it, that 


all unneceſſary private intercourſe of individual perſons 
of both ſexes, from which danger and harm might ac- 
crue, be prudently avoided and not connived at, under 
any pretence whatſoever ; that thus, not only all oc- 


caſions to irregularities and tranſgreſſions may be cut 


off; but principally alſo that all clandeſtine connexions 
and engagements, as well as all promiſes of marriage, 


made contrary to due order, be prevented. 


If, nevertheleſs, and notwithſtanding all poſſible care, 


it ſhould happen, that ſingle perſons of both ſexes enter 


into apy clandeſtine underſtanding: or engagement one 


with another, and promiſe marriage to each other; 


and any other perſons ſhould countenance or occaſion 
ſuch irregularities : then not only the ſingle perſons 
who have been guilty of ſuch irregularities ; 3 but alſo 
| thoſe, who have countenanced or occaſioned the ſame, 
ſhall be diſmiſſed from the congregation. 


5. We have thought it highly neceſſary to come to 


a a firm agreement with each other concerning that mo- 


nt _ the edycation of our children, in the 
D 


nurture . 
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nurture and admonition of the Lord, and we covenant 


together before the Lord; that, through the grace of 


God, we will ſacredly and inyiolably obſerve the fol- a 
lowing fundamental principles and rules. 

a. The congregation members in the married choir, 
whom God has bleſſed with children, ought never to 
let it eſcape their minds, that their children are the pro- 
perty of Jeſus ; purchaſed and redeemed with his holy, 
precious blood; on which account it is encumbent on 
them, to bring them up for our Lord alone, and to 
take all poſſible care to avert. from them offence and 


hurt. To this, it 1s above all other conſiderations : 


requiſite, that the parents approve themſelves as, chil- 
dren of God, and as priefts of the Lord, in their whole 
deportment ; edifying their children by their example, 
and exciting them to follow them, as they follow Chriſt 
For this is the moſt effectual method to prove a bleſling : 
to the children, and the parents themſelves will infal- 
libly reap a bleſſing 1 from the faithful diſcharge of their 
parental duty. | 
5. Next to this firſt and 1 incumbence of the 
parents in the education of their children; great at- 
tention is to be paid to the manner of their being train⸗ 
ed up, and the way of living to which they are accuſ- 
tomed in their younger years. Our call to ſerve our 
Lord and Saviour in various ways, in the propagation 

of the goſpel, and the public good, make us reſolve to 

beware of educating our children in too delicate a man- 
ner, and of rendering them too tender in their conſti- 
tutions : we will rather from their very birth inure them 


ta 


i 


to the hardſhips and troubles of human "7 3 par- 
ticularly put them, in due time, to all manner of wor 
and uſeful employments. | 


+. Touching the regulation of ſchools in the congre- 


gation, The elder's conference, and the directors of the 
ſchools, are to make it an object of their peculiar care, 
that the youth be fully inſtructed in the knowledge of 


the truth unto godlineſs, agreeable to the holy ſcrip- 
tures, and in a manner beſt adapted to the heart and 
capacity of the children; that thus the knowledge of 


Jeſus Chriſt may be e, in their tender hearts, 


and they may take in the doctrine of falvation, not only 
with the underſtanding and memory, but principally that 
they may receive it as a bleſſing for their hearts. Be- 
fide this moſt material part of their inſtruction in the 


fundamental articles of the chriſtian religion, care is to 


be taken in the ſaid ſchools, that the children, in gene- 
ral, receive the neceſſary inſtruction in reading, writing, 
and cyphering, or whatever elſe may be uſeful, accerd- 


ing to circumſtances. And we look upon it as a duty 


incumbent upon the whole congregation, to care for it, 
that our children be inſtructed in whatever may be 
eſteemed neceſſary for their future utility; and ſhould 
any parent be remiſs, or indolent, in uſing all his en- 
deavours to defray the expence of his child's or chil- 
dren's education, he ſhall be-looked upon as an unfaith- 
ful parent, and undeſerving the congregations aſſiſtance. 
Thoſe who have the inſpection over the ſchools, are 
likewiſe to uſe their beſt endeavours in examining into, 
and finding out, the children's inclinations, capacity and 
talents, with A view to their future deſtination. | 
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4. In order to render the education of the children in N 
the congregation as eaſy to the parents as poſſible, the 


elder's conference and ſervants of the congregation, are | 


to aſſiſt them herein with the neceſſary inſtructions, ad- 
vice and help, as alſo to point out to them the beſt me- 


thods that may be taken for the benefit of the chil- 


dren's fouls, for the forming their minds and conduct 


for the uſe of ſociety, and for teaching them to act with 


decency, civilicy, and reſpect, towards all men. And 
the parents ought gratefully to acknowledge, and to 
make good uſe of ſuch advice, guidance, and affiſtances 
in an affair of ſo great conſequence. | | 

e. If, contrary to what we hope, it ſhould happen, 920 


children of one family cannot, without danger and hurt 


of ſouls, be ſuffered to live together; or if it is judged 
neceſſary to adviſe, that one or the other child be placed 
elſewhere; the parents, out of love and faithfulneſs to- 
wards their children, ought gladly to comply there with. 

V. As the ſeparation of the ſexes is an univerſally 
eſtabliſhed rule, ſo the attention of the parents is alſo 
particularly to be directed thereto, in the education of 
their children, To this end the parents ate to be care- 
ful, that their ſmall children be always under conſtant, 


prudent inſpection, and never left quite alone; and par- 


ticularly that at their dreſſing and undreſſing, in their 
ſlezping, and on other occaſions, all opportunity for 
hurtful curioſity and ſeduRion, be avoided. 

But if, contrary to our hopes, there ſhould never- 
theleſs, ſuch parents be found in the congregation, 
who, notwithftanding all faithful advice and aſſiſtance, 


are willfully unfaithful, negligent, and careleſs, in the 


educa- 


(29) 


education of their children, they are not only reſponſible 
for it to the Lord, whoſe property they and their chil- 
dren are; but they muſt blame themſelves, if, on ac- 
count of their blameable and hurtful education of their 
children, and becauſe they have lighted the admoni- 
tions given to them, they forfeit their privilege of 
dwelling in the congregation on that account. 

But before any thing is declared to be a real ſeduc- 
tion, the elder's conference ought firſt moſt carefully 
to examine into the matter, hoth touching the conduct 
of the children, and the ſhare which the parents have in 
the guilt, conſulting alſo with the college of overſeers, 
and not reſolving to diſmiſs them from the congrega- 
tion, until all perſons in any wiſe ene therein, | 
are firſt thoroughly heard. | | 

6. As members of one body, of which Chriſt is the 
head, and by virtue of our being in the unity of faith 
of love and hope, which we are called unto, we think 
it our univerſal duty to be helpers of each others joy; 
and to help in bearing the weal and woe of each other. 
It is, therefore, ſo much the more incumbent on each 
congregation member, neither to undertake, nor to oc- 
caſion any thing, which might be productive of hurt, 
detriment or reproach unto others, or unto the whole 
congregation; and we will have the ſame attention to 
the well-being of our fellow creatures. 

7. If any brother or ſiſter in the congregation ſhould 
diſcover any thing which may occaſion hurt and detri- 
ment to ſouls, or from whence the loſs of our glory in 
Chriſt may be apprehended; they are bound in duty 
neither to conceal it, nor to make it known i impru- 
e dently, 


N 6 
dently, . an improper place 3 but they are bound 
to make it known, without delay, to the overſeers, or 
to the elder's conference, either directly, or by means 
of their reſpeCtive choir-labourers, that thus the mat- 


as much as poſſible, 

8. Whereas, according to the congregation rules, 
nobody can live in the congregation, much Jeſs pur- 
chaſe, poſſeſs, or hold by leaſe, any houſe or land in 
the congregation, except he be a member of the con- 
gregation, or hath obtained permiſſion thereto, as in 
$ 1. of this ſeQtion ; it followeth, of courſe, that no 
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congregation place, to any perſon whatſoever, unleſs 
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who as above, have the direction of the congregation, 
And as we would prevent the unpleaſing and unhappy 
[conſequences of having ſeductive or wicked perſons 
among us, who, by their evil example, might miſlead 
and corrupt our youth; great care ſhall be tak en by 


entered into this Brotherly Agreement with us; that in 

caſe it ſhould be at any time found proper to diſpoſe 

of any parcel of land in this village, for building, or 

leaſe for years, for building or any other uſe; that it 

| —— at and circumſtances of the perſon to whom ſuch 
the approbation, as in ſaid & firſt of this ſection is men- 


tioned, and until legal agreements are executed, by 
which ſuch perſon, their heirs, executors, adminiſtra- 


4er may be enquired into, apd " detriment prevented a 


inhabitant is permitted to let his houſe or land in the 

74 2 | to ſuch who have received ſuch permiſſion from thoſe, 

the proprietor, or proprietors of this village, who have 
any other purpoſe ; or to let any lands or houſes on a 
be never done till after ſuch due examination of the | 


ſale or leaſe is propoſed to be made; and obtaining 
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6 1 ) 
tors or affigns, ſhall be bound at any time to cede ſueh 
tenure to the proprietors, vender or leafor, for the time 


being; or to ſuch perſon as the elder's conference an® 
overſeers ſhall nominate unto him, upon ſuch equitable 
conſiderations, as ſhall be agreed upon before hand by 
the proprietors, vender, or leflor, and ſuch purchaſer or 
leaſeholder, whenever the proprietors, vender or leſſor, 


or the ſaid perſons, who have the direction of the con- 


gregation, ſhall require it in writing. And we, the 


preſent proprietors and members of the congregation, 


ſolemnly agree and bind ourſelves hereunto, in the pre- 


ſence of our Lord; knowing that it is abſolutely neceſ- 


ſary, if the aim of the congregation and its laudable in- 
ſtitution ſhall be obtained. But, in ſuch caſe, if the pro- 
prietor or proprietors do not chuſe to purchaſe, or can- 


not find a purchaſer ; then the preſent poſſeſſor, or leaſe- 
holder, ſhall bind himſelf to leave the adminiſtration 


of ſuch houſe to ſuch perſon or perſons as the overſeers 


ſhall find proper; and, in caſe any perſons ſhall chuſe 
to remove from ſuch his houſe or tenure, then he is 


to be under the ſame obligation and rule, touching his 
houſe or tenure in the congregation, as though he had 


been deſired to leave the place. As thus we are care- 


ful to prevent perſons becoming inhabitants among us, 
who could prove hurtful to the principles and practice 
of others ; for the ſame reaſon we renew the old rule, 
that no inhabitant of this place ſhall lodge in his or 
their houſes or dwellings, any perſon of any rank, con- 
dition, or character whatever, for a longer or ſhorter 
time, without the concurrence of the congregation or 
choir ſervant. 


9. As 
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9. As the congregation think it incumbent upon 
them, from a principle of brotherly love, to aſſiſt all 
their fellow members, who, on account of old age or 
ſickneſs, or by other unavoidable cauſes, are rendered 
incapable of ſupporting themſelves ; ſo we will more 
particularly conſider it as our duty to care for the good 
education of the fatherleſs or motherleſs orphan- children 
in the congregation, affiſtiag them in learning, ſuita- 
ble ſciences, arts, or trades; thereby enabling them in 


time, to prove uſeſul members of ſociety, and honeſtly 
to maintain themſelves, 


10. We have no community of goods among us, 
and find it neceſſary to avoid even all appearance there- 
of, as it is in no wiſe, any part- of our aim in coming 
to live together, that we might enrich auen or 
render the community rich. 

11. Each inhabitant ſhall, according to the apoſto- 
lic rule, work and eat his own bread ; and no perſon 
who is wilfully idle, ſhall be ſuffered to live among us, 

He that has a family muit endeavour, through induſ- 
; try, to maintain himſelf and family in an honeſt man- 
ner; and no perſon - ſhall borrow money. which he is 
Not able to pay, with a view to ſupport himſelf and his 
family; this being the direct way to the ruin of them- 
ſelves and the hurt of others in temporals, and to diſ- 
honour the goſpel. | 
142. Whoever careleſly ſhall incur debts which he is 

not able to pay, muſt not expect that the congregation 
will be anſwerable for them; this being by no means 
their duty: nay, according to circumſtances, ſuch a 
one may forfeit his right to dell in the congregation 
place. 


1 (33) 
Place. If, more eſpecially, any one e ſhould preſume 16 


-abuſe the credit and name of the congregation for the 


purpoſes of borrowing money from perſons or friends 
out of our circle, he is to be deemed guilty of a glaring 


unfaithfulneſs, and falls under reproof; and, according 
to circumſtances, loſes his right of dwelling in the place, 

13. We look upon it as equitable, and calculated to 
adyance the temporal proſperity of the congregation, 


that all the inhabitants thereof, that have an inclination- 


and abilities to carry on trades or commerce, be aſſiſted 
in word. and deed; and that induſtry be encouraged 
and promoted in all poſlible ways. But we conſider 
it as an eſtabliſhed rule, that no one ſhall be allowed 


to ſet up, and to carry on any ſuch trade or buſineſs in 

the congregation, without firſt conſulting the college of 
overſcers z informing them of the view, method, and 

extent of ſuch trade and buſineſs, as alfo of the means 


by which they intend to ſet it up. And if then the 


aid college approveth of his plan; he is alfo to obtain 
the permiſſion of thoſe who have the direction of the 


congregation z and, where the law quand it, a licence 
from the magiſtrates. 


14. But no one ſhall be allowed to N his buſi- 


neſs beyond the limits thus allowed, or to combine with 
it other branches of buſineſs, without obtaining the 


ſpecial concurrence of the ſaid overſeers, &c. At the 


ſame time that the ſaid college watches over the con- 
tinual punQual obſervance of this rule, they are to take 
care, that on one hand no monopolies are occaſioned or 


permitted, whereby one excludeth and hinderetk the 


| ether from carrying on a trade or buſineſs, that he himſelf 
8 K . may 
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dee 
may have the greater gain thereby; and that, on the 
other hand, each inhabitant be prevented from working 
to the detriment of Seeg Er or from ruining his fads 
entirely. 

15. All the inhabitants of the ploce are, ain own 
thetnſelves bound to accede to all the regulations made, 
and meaſures taken, for the good of the congregation 
and place; to take'ſhare therein, and to contribute to 
raiſe the expences requiſite TE, in due ven N 
ble proportion. 

To theſe belong, among other articles, the above- 
mentioned maintenance of our labourers and ſervants; 
viz. as many of them as are not able to maintain them- 
ſelves, either wholly or in part, as likewiſe the expences 
incurred by the maintenance of our congregation regu- 


lations and good civil order; as, for inſtance, the keep» 


ing the roads in due repairs, as alſo making the regu- 


lations neceſſary againſt the danger of fire and the like; 


and we will never be wanting, from time to time, to 
raiſe among us, what may be requiſite for ſuch exigen-= 
cies ; and we will take effectual ſhare in every thing that 


can promote the common good, and aſſiſt in the gene- 


ral neceſſities of our brethren, agreeable to the rule of 
free willingneſs which has been eſtabliſhed among us. 

156. Each inhabitant of the place, looks upon him- 

ſelf as bound to enter into ſuch meaſures as may be 


found neceſſary to preſerve the public peace, good or- 
der, and decorum, both in the ſtreets and in the houſes, 


by day and night, and to this end will contribute either 
by afliſting in perſon, or by contributing in money, to 
jy. © 7 | > 1 the 
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the keeping fuch a watch as oy be thought needful 


from time to time. 
17. If new buildings are to be erected, or any . 


tal repairs to be made, whether for the uſe of the whole 


congregation, or for private inhabitants, previous no- 


| tice is to be given to the college of overſeere, who are 
then to take care that every thing is conducted in a 7 


per n. and to _— nen of we 


VI. Concerning the conduBt of the congregation 
| * 9 aud towards each frm; 3 


1. We will make it our unfeigned concern, to treat 
each other with love, meekneſs, and humility ; each 


eſteeming the other better than himſelf, willingly ſerv- 


ing and aſſiſting each other. We will endeavour to 


| ſhew the ſame mind towards our neighbours, rangers 


and travellers, nay, towards all men, ſo that thoſe in- 


| exhauſtible and inſtructive words of our Lord: Whats 


ſoever ye would that men ſhould do to you, do ye eve 
ſo to them, may be practically and effectually verified 
in us. But if any one, contrary thereunto, ſhould pre- 
ſume to encroach upon, or to prejus ice the property of 


another, or to moleſt another from a principle of ſelfiſh» 
neſs; and if ſuch perſon, notwithſtanding all admo- 


nitions, ſhould obſtinately perſiſt therein, he ſhall not 


| be deemed a brother by us, nor b Juſfered to eme in 
| the congregation, 


We will, in all caſes and tranſactions, both among 


ourſelves and among others, ad with uprightneſs and 


ſincerity z 


1 TH JJ 
| xl fiacerity ; uſing no arts, and, ſtill leſs, conforming te 
| | the manner of thoſe, who endeavour to compaſs their 
L | ends by ſubtilty, and at the expence. of their neigh-_ 
. | bour; therefore, artfulneſs and diſſimulation ſhall be 
| deemed among us equally criminal with other gros 
ö fin and works of the fleſh, 
; 23. Since the unity of faith doth. Pr no ite deſtroy 
bot order and ſubordination, but ought, according to 
| | the holy ſcriptures, rather to ſtrengthen it ; therefore all 
| brethren and ſiſters in the congregation, which are en- 
=» | | gaged i in the ſervice of individuals or families, are never 
=. N to be wanting in ſhewing to their ſuperiors due faith- 
| fulneſs, obedience, and reſpect, as becometh ſervants ; 
but, on the contrary, their conduct hetein ought to 
57 be ſo much the more irfeprovable, becauſe thoſe, whom 
$ [| 5 they ſerye, are members of the body of Chriſt, and 
| brethren and ſiſters, But, on the other hand, it is 
juſtly expected of thoſe brethren and ſiſters, who have 
brethren and ſiſters in their ſervice, that they treat them — | 
yith loye and tenderneſs, and gratefully acknowledge = 
their faithful ſervice, _ | 
1 | | 3. If differences ſhould 4h between anifivty and 
W ſervants, they ſhould be ſoon adjuſted among them- 


& | ſelves in a brotherly manner, leſt any ill-will take place | 
10 in their minds: but if this cannot be effected, or if 5 


any actual unfaithfulneſs ſhould be laid to the charge 
of the ſervants, then the matter is to be referred to the 
college of pverſeers, who are to examine into, and de- 
cide in it, according to the true ſtate of the caſe, agree- 
able to the op of this our Brotherly Agreement, 

4. If 
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4. 1 any one ſhould not be able to find i in the con- 
gregation, perſons requiſite for his ſervice, and there 
fore thinks himſelf under a neceſſity to make uſe of 


perſons not belonging to the congregation, the elder's. 


| conference. of the congregation is firſt to be informed 
| thereof, and without their knowledge and permiſ- 


ſion he ſhall not be allowed to take ſuch ſteps, And if, 


on account of circumſtances, a houſe father ſhould be 
permitted to take ſuch perſons into his ſervice for a 


ſeaſon, he is bound to be anſwerable for them; and if 
they ſhould create irregularities and give riſe to juſt 


complaints, he muſt diſmiſs them without delay. 


5. As the ſetting aſide, or even confounding of dif- 
ferent ranks and ſtations is contrary to the order eſta- 


bliſhed of God in human ſociety : therefore, notwith- 
ſtanding our unity in the faith, and the equality of our 


call of grace, the order of God, and the diſtinction of 


rank and ſtation, ſhall not be ſet aſide in the congrega- 


tion, conſequently it is by no means a part of the con- 
gregation conſtitution, that there ſhould be an uni- 
formity or equality in the external courſe of individuals. 
But we will endeavour according to the example of 
ſound doctrine to let temperance, decency, modeſty, 
and frugality appear in all things, in our dreſs, in eat- 
ing and drinking, in our dwellings, furniture, &c. and 


by the grace of God, let luxury, vanity, and abuſe of 
temporal goods, be removed far from us. 


6. We will, in general, beware of reading ſuch ans 


and pamphlets as may corrupt our minds from the ſim- 
plicity that is in Chriſt Jeſus, or the contents of Which 


Ke unbecoming a chriſtian 3 but more particularly we 
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38) | 
will not ſuffer among us any books which deceitfully 
lead to ſatyrical reflexions upon the holy ſcriptures, or 

upon religion in general; nor ſhall any laſcivious, li- 
centious and hurtful writings, pictures, or repreſenta- 
tions be ſuffered among us. And whoſoever introduceth 
ſuch among us, and wilfully, and to the detriment of 
others, encourageth the reading and uſe of them, him 
we will diſown and diſmiſs, as a ſeducer, to whom that 
petition in our litany is applicable: we ; 


* 


Put far from thy people all ſeducers,” 


7. Through the grace of God, we will ſacredly pre- 
ſerve that character inſeparable from true chriſtianity, 
viz. to be true, and to keep our word and good faith 
to every one ; and if a brother ſhould borrow of ano- 
ther, or of any other friend, or of any perſon whatſoever 
out of our circle, money or the worth of money, or ſhall 
enter into any other engagement with any one, and he 
Mall either wilfully, or even out of careleſneſs, neglect 
the promiſed reſtitution or the fulfilment of his engage- 
ment, it ſhall be conſidered as a heinous crime, and be 
treated according as the circumſtances, upon enquiry, 

ſhall appear, without reſpec of perſon. 

We think it neceſſary to renew the old rule; that 
every member of the congregation, whether in or out 
of buſineſs, ſhall, at any time, when he apprehends that 
he is running behind hand in his outward affairs, men- 
tion it to the congregation or choir ſervant, or to the 
preſident of the college of overſeers, that he may be ] 
' adviſed, and that every ſtep may be taken to prevent 
1s ang into heavy circumſtances, and doing injuſtice 

thereby ; 


(39 ) 


PR ER and ſhould the college of overſeers an 


have reaſon to fear, that any inhabitant of the place is 
in danger of becoming inſolvent, they ſhall call upon 
him to open the ſtate of his affaits 5 and he ſhall with 

them nomiĩnate two brethren thereunto; and to ſuch he 
is bound by this Brotherly Agreement to open his affairs, 
to their ſatisfaction; and upon his refuſal, he loſes his 


right to continue an inhabitant of this place. The per- 


ſons to whom he thus intruſts the knowledge of his af- 
fairs, except in caſe of danger, are to be under the obli- 


gation of keeping it a ſecret, as the whole is intended 


merely to prevent hurt to individuals, and 3 
the goſpel. 
3. To carry abroad or Uvilige' perſonal affairs, or 
news, by word of mouth, or by writing, whereby the 
good name and character of others are frequently in- 
jured, and other miſchief done, we will not ſuffer 
among us; as we will likewiſe carefully beware of un» 
nn or unbecoming relations or narrations, and 

of paſſing our jud 4 upon public and S wack 
actions. 

9. We alſo renew the old rule eſtabliſhed among us, 
that whoever intends to take a journey, to be from home 
a night or nights, or on a ſunday, ſhall firſt make it 


| known to their reſpective choir labourer ; or if a ſer- 5 


vant or journeyman, to his maſter or miſtreſs alſo. 

10. Should any miſunderſtanding or bickering ariſe 
among any of the inhabitants, or any one ſhould think 
he has ſuffered an injury from another, they ſhall firſt, 
according to the rule of our Lord, ſpeak with each other 
in love, and ſeek to ſettle among themſelves their diffe- 

rence ; 
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rence; but if this ſhould not have the deſired eſfech, 
then the brother who ſuppoſes himſelf injured ſhall take 
with him ſome other brethren whom he ſhall chuſe, and 
try to convince his brother ; but if even thus the af- 
fair cannot be decided, then it is to be laid before the 
faid college of overſeers, who are appointed by us as 


arbitrators, that they may examine into, and decide, the ” 


affair in a juſt and brotherly manner; and we bind our- 
| ſelves jointly and ſeverally to abide by their determina- 
11. If any one among us ſhould by the permiſſion of 
God be deprived of the uſe of his reaſon, mercy. ſhall, 
_ as far as circumſtances will permit, be ſhewn to him, 
and he ſhall be committed to the care and inſpection of 
underſtanding perſons; and if he ſhould recover, what 
is paſt ſhall never be remembered to his prejudice, - 

12. If our place or our neighbourhood ſhould be in 
danger of fire (which may God prevent) we will not 
only in this place lend each other faithful aſſiſtance, 
but be at all times heartily willing to lend the ſame alſo 
to our neighbours, paying due regard to any regula- 
tion which may be made on this account. a | 

13 For the eaſe of perſons in trade and commerce 
and for the eaſe of thoſe who have families, the ſingle 
choirs are willing to aſſiſt the married inhabitants of the 
congregation, letting them have the fitteſt perſons they 
can give, both for the carrying on of trades and other 
neceſſary ſervices and employments. | 

14. The promoting of all trades and commerce in 
the congregation, is a particular incumbency of the col- 
lege of overſeers; on which account they are as often 

| 9 05 
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as it is thought neceſſary, to conſult about whatever 


relates to trade with the eſtabliſhed trades-conference, 


conſiſting of all the maſters of trades, taking into con- 


fideration with them, whatever may be beneficial and 


| advantageous to them ; and ſeeing'to it, that all things 


be herein conducted honeſtly and regularly, not only be- 


fore the Lord but alſo before men. Now although we 
cannot, in this extenſive affair, bring all poſſible caſes 
and circumſtances before-hand under certain and fixed 


rules, and it, muſt be left to the judgment and faithful 


care of thoſe brethren to whoſe truſt the congregation 
has committed theſe affairs, to find out and to regulate 


herein what ſhall appear from time to time, and, ac- 
cording to circumſtances, moſt expedient ; yet we think 
it adviſable to inſert into this our preſent agreement, 
the following poſitions, which we will eſtabliſh as prin- 


_  ciples in trade and buſineſs, and OR attend there 
unto in our congregation. 


VII. Rules dad Orders of trade ***'\ 


= < «0d we ought always to acknowledge it with thanks 
unto God, when he ſupplieth us with work, and bleſſeth 
the work of our hands, ſo we will beg it of bim as a 


grace, that although we endeavour to maintain out- 
ſelves and families by our trades and buſineſſes in a 


decent manner, the ungodly deſire of gain and of - 


becoming rich, may never take place, but that each 


tradeſman's principal view eg be, faithfully to ſerys | 


his neighbour, 1 Þ 
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2. The bleſſing of God, and even the temporal pro- 
fit in trades and commerce, and the eſtabliſhing and 
preſerving good credit, and the cuſtom of perſons in bu- 


ſineſs dependeth upon ſtrictly ſeeing to it, that on the 


one hand the goods be good, both as to materials and 
workmanſhip, and that on the other hand the prices be 


reaſonable and not raiſed above the true value of them. 


3. In general, we look upon it as neceſſary to ob- 
ſerve an old rule made among us, concerning thoſe en- 


gaged in trade, viz. that all goods be ſold for ready 
money. This rule was originally made with a view to 
prevent the loſſes, and often outward ruin of the ſeller, 
and the excuſe, on his part, of laying too great a price 


on his goods, by way of indemnifying himſelf on ac- 


count of the long credit he muſt give; and as it is a 


rule that the price be fixed, thoſe who buy for ready 
money, either pay tod much, or thoſe who buy on cre- 


dit, pay too little; and by giving credit, ſome heedleſs 


and inconſiderate minds may be led to run into debt, to 


their own and other perſons detriment, In connexion 
with this rule, we alſo renew the old rule, that no one 


ſhall truſt any brother or ſiſter who have nothing to 
ſupport themſelves but the work of their hands, above 
ſeven ſhillings to a ſingle perſon, and ten ſhillings and 
ſixpence to a married one, without mentioning it to the 
ſervant of the congregation, or their choir, and its being 
approved of. And no ſuch brother or ſiſter is to take up 


goods amounting to more than the ſums ſpecified above, 
without making their caſe known to the ſervant of the 


congregation, or their choir, Though the merchants, 
clothiers, ſtuff makers, and thoſe who ſell by wholeſale 
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«nnot always fel] their goods for ready money, yet they | 


are to have this rule always in their view, leſt by cruſt- 
g toomuch they expoſethemſelves and others to loſs. 


4. If any ſhould either depart from theſe rules, or 
give juſt occaſion of complaint, of having abuſed them 
by overcharging of the buyer, or of any other want of 


faithfulneſs and integrity in his work, the college of 


! overſeers is in all ſuch caſes to make full enquiry into- 
the matter, to rectify the miſconduct, and according to 
circumſtances to prohibit an irregular maſter, who 
refuſeth to ſubmit to good order and to mend his Wee 


from carrying on his trade here. 


5. Each faithful and induſtrious an: in the 


congregation, particularly alſo new beginners ſhall be 


aſſiſted by the college of overſeers with good advice and 


actual help; and if ſuch a one ſhould be unable to pro- 
vide himſelf with the neceſſary materials, and for the 
better carrying on his trade, to purchaſe them at the 
firſt hand, he ſhall, upon his requeſt, if poſſible, be aſ- 
ſiſted with the requiſite loan at lawful intereſt, 

6. It is expected of tradeſmen among us, that they do 
not only conſider their own private advantage, but alſo 
the advancement of trades and buſineſſes in general, and 


that according to the dotrine of Chriſt, each do to 
others as he wiſheth to be done by. In conſequence there= 
of, an able and experienced maſter ought to think it a 
pleaſure to put a beginner, who has a confidence in him 
and requeſts it of him, into the right way to get 
cuſtomers, and to ſhew him the advantages in his trade, 
in purchaſing and in preparing the materials, and carry- 
ing on the buſineſs, | This way of acting will be attend= | 
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ed with bleffing, and the well-being of the whole Will 
alſo promote that of private perſons. | 

7. It has already been ſettled above in the fifth ſec. 
tion, No. 15, that no one is allowed to ſet up, nor to 
carry on any trade and buſineſs, except with the approba· 
tion of the direction of the congregation. If, therefore, an 
inhabitant intends to carry on his trade as a maſter, and 
maketh this his intention known to the college of over- 
ſeers, they in conjunction with the trades- conference 
are not only to enquire, whether ſuch à one has worked 
already as maſter elſewhere, but alſo to be'aſcertained of 
his ability by examining his work; and if his ability 
cannot be ſcrupled nor any other material objeQions be 
found, the elder's conference is to be applied unto for 
obtaining the deſired permiſſion. 1 | 
8. A maſter thus approved and authorized to > ſet up 
his trade, ought then by no means to contrive his work ſo 
as to underſell the reſt and get cuſtom thereby; but like 
other maſters, to ſell ſubſtantial goods, and thus to keep 
up and encreaſe the credit of the trades eſtabliſhed here. 
9. As it has been mentioned already, that none ſhall 
attempt to ſeck an excluſive right, to carry on a trade 
here, ſo it is not left to the option of a maſter to employ 
as many journeymen and apprentices as he pleaſeth: but 
we have once for all agreed, that the college of over- 
ſeers together with the trades-conference, ſhall accord- 
ing to the ſtate of the trade and buſineſſes of the place 
in general, and other circumſtances, determine both the 
number of maſters of each trade, as alſo that of the 
journeymen and apprentices, and add to, or diminiſh, the 

number in an n manner and without partiality. 
19, Our 


(45) 


10. Our maſters ought to conſider their j journeynien 
as helpers in their calling, to treat them in all things in 
a brotherly manner, willingly and punQually to pay them 
either weekly, monthly, or by the piece, the ſtipulated 
wages, or as the ſame ſhall be fixed by the overſeer's 
college and the trades-conference, and in caſe they find 
reaſon to complain of the work, they are to ſpeak with 
them about it in a friendly and convincing manner; 
ſo that it may find entrance, and the complaints be re- 
dreſſed. 

11. Towards apprentices, a maſter ought to at the 
part of a father, to bear with them as much as poſſi- 
ble; and in caſe an apprentice behaves in a manner, 
that is unbecoming or hurtful, his maſter is not 


to act towards him precipitately, or in the heat of 
_ paſſion, but to weigh how he may be brought into a 


proper and happy courſe, A maſter ought to employ 


his apprentices carefully and diligently in working at 
| that trade which they are to learn; and faithfully to 


teach them all the advantages peculiar to that trade 
that thus, to the maſters own ſatisfaction, good and 
uſeful tradeſmen may be trained up. And leſt ap. 
prentices, to their great detriment, ſhould, during the 
years of their apprenticeſhip, loſe again what they may 
have learned at ſchool, the maſters will, out of love 


and faithfulneſs, allow them weekly ſome hours at the 
moſt convenient time, in order-to employ them in the 


practice of writing and cyphering, that they may there- 


by alſo qualify themſelves to carry on their trades to 


more advantage, after the pow of their apprenticeſhip 


are over, 
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12. Laſtly, all our maſters ought to ſee to it, that the 


work beſpoke of them be always delivered at the time, 
when they have promiſed it. On which account they will 


do well not to promiſe the work to be done but by ſuch 


times as they are ſure they can get it ready, ſaving un- 


forefeen hinderances, and the journeymen will dotheir ut- 


moſt to put it in the power of the maſter to keep his word. 


13. He likewiſe that will work in this place as a 
journeyman, cannot according to his own option en- 
gage with any maſter, but muſt be herein directed by 
the college of overſecrs. If ſuch a one cometh hither 
from another congregation, the ſaid college is. firſt to 
examine his teſtimonials; and if he has obtained leave 
to ſtay and work here, he is ſtrictly to conform to 


thoſe congregation rules and manners eftabliſhed here, 


and they are to be communicated to him, nor is he to pre- 
ſume in oppoſition thereto, to appeal to the way of think- 
ing and acting uſual among journey men elſewhere, . 
14. What has been obſerved above, Sect. VI. No. 2. 
according to the apoſtle's rule, 1 Tim. vi. 2. viz: that 
brethren and ſiſters that are in family- ſervice, ought for 


this very reaſon, becauſe they ſtand with their maſters 


in the unity of faith, to be ſo much the more conſcien- 
tious and irreprovable in the diſcharge of their duty to- 
wards them; this is alſo applicable to our journeymen z 
each of them ought to ſhew to his maſter, as to his ſu- 
perior, reſpect and obedience, faithfully, and as much as 
poſſible to promote his intereſt, and to be willing to re- 
ceive good advice and inſtruction that thus he may daily 
improve in his trade, and conſequently render himſelf 
more and more capable by good workmanſhip to ad- 

| EE | vance 
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vance the proſperity of trades and buſineſſes in this plac 
in his degree alſo, 

15. Should a journeyman, contriiry to our hope, ait. 
cover, in his maſter a way of conducting his buſineſs, 
ſomething that appears to him offenſive and wrong, 
whether it may concern the materials of his work or 
ſomething elſe; in ſuch a caſe he is not to mention it 
to his maſter in a rude manner, and ſtill leſs to ſpeak 
evil of him to others, and to ruin his credit thereby; 
but on the contrary, he ought to tell him his ſcruples 


and doubts in a modeſt manner; and if he cannot ac- 
quieſce in the explication given him, he i is then to refer 


the matter to the college of overſeers. 

16. If a journeyman has thoughts of leaving his 
maſter, or if his circumſtances and call ſhould require a 
change, it is neceſſary, that previous, and as timely no- 
tice as poſlible be given to the maſter. On the other 
hand a maſter ſhould not ſuddenly diſmiſs a journeyman, 
but if he thinks of keeping him no longer, he is to give 
him ordinarily eight or fourteen days warning, and pre- 
vious to ſuch notice on either ſide, it is to be mentioned 
to the college of overſeers, 

17. As to the apprentices, the overſeers colloas. is 
firſt of all thoroughly to enquire of the parents and 
teachers of the children, into their capacity, bodily 
ſtrength, health, propenſity and inclination, in order to 
give their advice touching ſuch trade among us as they 
think beſt ſuited to the abilities of their mind and bo- 

dies. To this end an opportunity is to be given to the 
boys in the congregation to take a view of the manner 
of working in the different trades and buſineſſes in the 

| congre- 


r 


intitled to, if found neceſſary. 


tm 1 


eongregation, that their inclination and propenſity map 


ſo much the better diſplay itſelff. 


18. If after ſuch mature conſideration, a trade is 
fixed upon for an apprentice, he ſhall then be put to 


the maſter upon a trial of one or two months, that with- 


in this time it may appear with fill more certainty, 


whether a proper choice has been made; if after that 
time, there is ſolid ground to hope that the apprentice 


will work at the trade choſen for him with pleaſure, and 


become an able workman, he ſhall be bound, or ſuch 
agreement ſhall be made, as is found beſt before the 


| college of overſeers; and if circumſtances will permit 


it, in the preſence of his father, guardian, or neareſt re- 


lations, his name ſhall be entered, and he, by the over- 
feers college, ſhall be committed to his maſter as a child 


to his father, and the apprentice ſhall promiſe to his 


maſter filial obedience, diligence, and faithfulneſs :- at 


the ſame time the apprentice-ſee and particular condi- 


tions are to be ſettled in ſuch a manner as to prevent all 


future miſunderſtanding. Beſides that reſpect and obe- 
dience due from the apprentices to their maſters, the 


former, when bound, are likewiſe to be admoniſhed to 
promiſe unto and to act towards the journeymen, and 


particularly to him to whoſe inſtruction the maſter pro- 
perly has committed him, with due ſubordination. And 


in caſe a maſter who takes an apprentice is free of any 


body corporate, particular care muſt be taken, that the 
apprentice is legally bound, that ſo he may, when out 
of his time, be able to enjoy the privileges he is thereby 


19. If 


= 4 49: ? 

FO If a boy, after previdus, mature conte 
and after the time of trial is elapſed, is actually bound ta 
a trade, and he ſhould afterwards diſcover a fickleneſs, 
diſlike, or lazineſs, we will not haſtily think of putting 
him to another trade till all trials have proved abortive ; 
he is rather to be encouraged with meekneſs and pa- 
tience, and through friendly and earneſt repreſentations, 


to overcome his diſlike, and to continue at the trade he . 


has once engaged in. 


20. The college of oveß ers are to ſee.to it, that juſ- | 
ucneyme n's wages, and the 


tice be done touching the 
wages of labouring people in general among us, and are 
to inſpect into the prices of the manufactured goods, 
particularly the prices of victualling; ; and they are in 
conjunction with the trades-conference, to make herein, 
from time to time, the neceſſary equitable regulations, 
and where regulations are or ſhall be made herein by 


the magiſtrates, the prices thus fixed are . to 
be obſerved. 


21. A regulation having been made by us in former 


years that ſome brethren have been appointed to inſpect 
the weights and meaſures uſed by thoſe brethren and 
ſiſters, who carry on buſineſs of what kind ſoever, leſt 
by negledt or otherwiſe there ſhould be a defect therein, 
we hereby confirm the ſaid regulation, and the ſaid in- 
ſpectors of weights are to examine at leaſt once every 
year, and as often as the college of overſeers ſhall find 
per to appoint them ſo to do, all the weights and mea- 
ſures in the place. And in caſe any member of the 
congregation ſhould ſuſpect the weight or meaſure of 
any thing he has bought in the place, he is to go to one 
„ 8 . 
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bk the inſpectors of weights, and have it tried, and is 


not to ſpeak of it to any other perſon to the prejudice 
of the ſeller, but have it rectified, in caſe it is found 
Not to be full weight or meaſure. The college of over- 
ſeers with the trades conference, is to watch carefully, 
leſt at any time the congregation rules be infringed, | 
and left under any pretence and through miſ-interpre- | 
tation or a miſapplication of the cuſtoms of tradeſmen | 
in other places any thing creep into our trades, which 
might be inconſiſtent with the eſſential character or the 
call of grace of a nne. 


Conclufo gon. 


1. No one, whoſoever he be, ſhall receive permiſ- 
ſion to live and ſettle in Fulneck, except he previouſly 
acknowledge, and heartily conſent to this our brotherly 
agreement concerning all the eſtabliſhed congregation 
principles and regulations, and to the ſacred and in- 
violable compliance therewith, he ſhall bind and oblige 
himſelf, either by giving his hand, or in caſe he would 
make a ſettlement here, as the head of a family in the 
- congregation, or work hcre as a maſter, by perſonally 
ſubſcribing his name to this agreement. To this end 
the overſeers college is to lay theſe congregation regu- 
lations before each, who deſires ſuch- permiflion, leav- 
ing him time thoroughly to weigh and conſider them, 
that thus he may be able to take his reſolution accord- 
ingly, and with a clear underſtanding of, and a full in- 
ſight into, all thoſe points, which the congregation has 
agreed and bound themſelves unto, | 
2, Although 
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e hs of wWhatſbe r rank and dignity he may be. an, | 
have permiſſion to live here without adopting and ob. 


ſerving-theſe our congregation regulations and rules. . 
3. In order to keep theſe congregation regulations in 
continual remembrance, they not only ſhall be printed, 
and a copy thereof, when printed, be delivered unto 
each houſefather, maſter and overſeer, as well as unto. 
each labourer and ſervant of the congregation, but, they 


| ſhall alſo be read NY in the ds ea: at leaft 


once a year. 
4. If in time to come, and toy the good of the 7 Il 


gregation, it ſhould be thought neceſſary, on account of 


a change of circumſtances, to make additions to, or al- 
terations in, theſe congregation regulations : then ſuch 


additions or alterations, when agreed unto, ſhall be of 


the ſame force and equally binding, as though the ſame 
were, word for word, inſerted in this a. Ag | 
ment and compact. | 

Now whereas all the preceding declarations, regula- 


lations, rules and orders as the foundation and ſummary 
of all our hitherto and newly eſtabliſhed congregation 
_ conſtitution, were maturely weighed by the congrega- 
tion council, together with all the labourers and ſervants 


of this congregation; being thoroughly convinced of the 
neceſſity and expediency thereof, and whereas we have 
owned and voluntarily received and with ſincere hearts 


| adopted them. 


ä 1 5 | 5 Therefore 
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; 2 inhabitants and members ot the congregation, do act and Fo 
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zwcwer the congregation direction or eldet's confe- 5) hs 
rence, for the time being, to maintain the ſame mere 

and without reſpect of perlons, ſq that each and all the 2 

live conformably thereto, and that all thoſe, who ſhould - 

be ſo unfortunate as wilfully to act contrary to, or even 

to be unmindful of theſe our congregation regulations 

may be treated according to the rules and meaſures TRA 
therein fixed and eſtabliſhed. | 2 1 TS 
In witneſs. hereof, this Brotkerly Agreement. and 8 
3 is ſigned by all the houſe-fathers, maſtets. he 
and others in office, as alſo by the labourers and ſervants — 
of the congregation; likewiſe in the names of the wi- 
dos and ſingle ſiſters- choirs by their helpers, ſervants, 
and their curators, which was done and executed at F ul- 
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